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Liquid Waste Specialist
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Mobile 0404 852 250
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Family Support Services
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Public Tenancy Support Service
Carnarvon Sexual Assault Response Service

GascoyneWomen’s Refuge • Sobering up Centre
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Men’s Anger Management Program
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• Trenching, Post holes,

Limestone Road base
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Asbestos Licence
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A Mid West tennis trio launched a
grand slam tour of  a different kind
last month, clocking up thousands
of  outback kilometres in a mission
to bring the game to youth in
remote areas.

Remote Tennis Services Austra-
lia and Tarcoola Park Tennis Club
coach Jarron Kretschmann, who
helped deliver the roadshow, said
the group was already planning
another one for next term.

The event was supported by the
Geraldton Sporting Aboriginal
Corp, Murrlpirrmarra Connection
chief  executive Darren Patten and
corporation project officer Aimee
Radcliffe and officially endorsed
by Tennis West and Tennis
Australia.

Kretschmann said the group
could not get through to Burrin-
gurrah because of  the Gascoyne
floods, but was able to reach the
other destinations despite flooded
roads slowing the speed to 

5km/h between the remote Pia
Wadjarri community and Gas-
coyne Junction.

“The roads are all washed away,”
he said. “You’re down to 
5km/h-6km/h in some places

because the roads are washed away
that badly.

“It was all very well received, the
positive messages, education and
lifestyle and we plan to keep in
contact with the schools.

“We like to keep things going.”
He said a tour in the North

Midlands together with the sport-
ing corporation was also in the
works. Patten said “fabulous” sup-
port from the sporting corporation
had allowed the group to deliver a
program that was “most beneficial
to the health, wellbeing and
educational pathways for the
Indigenous youth of  the region”.

“The reception from the com-
munities was incredibly hospita-
ble and the children’s engagement
was overwhelming,” he said.

The tour took in 4150km in tem-
peratures averaging 37C and
reached 242 students in Mullewa,
Yalgoo, Mount Magnet, Cue, 
Karalundi, Gascoyne Junction and
the remote Pia Wadjarri commun-
ity, along with Denham and 
Carnarvon.

Program takes sport to kids
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Jarron Kretschmann, middle rear, and Aimee Radcliffe, right, meet a group on the remote tennis tour.

A boardriders club operating in
the Gascoyne has welcomed a
local government resolution to
meet with different groups about
the track between Gnaraloo and
Warroora stations to identify con-
cerns about people passing
through it.

But with more local tourism
and holidays approaching, a con-
servation group is warning of  an
ecological disaster in the area —
famous for its pristine environ-
ment and the fishing and surfing
on offer at its remote beaches —
and says it wants to be included in
the process and have its concerns
heard.

The Carnarvon Shire agreed
last week to hold a meeting with
the Department of  Biodiversity,
Conservation and Attractions
and the Nganhurra Thanardi
Garrbu Aboriginal Corporation
over the track.

Shire president Eddie Smith
said the intent was to look at the
concerns around the area, and
said other groups like the Gnara-
loo Wilderness Foundation could
also talk to the Shire.

“We’re moving forward with it
(the meeting),” he said.

“We opened the road, people
have identified their concerns, the
best way to deal with it is to sit
down and talk it out.

“If  they (the Wilderness foun-

dation) want to meet with us,
they’re more than welcome.”

He said there was no motion to
rescind the decision made last
year to open the track.

Norwest Boardriders president
Paul Donda said the group wel-
comed the council’s decision to
talk with the main stakeholders
about managing the area and said

his group would be keen to be
involved in conservation efforts.

“If  it’s more controlled, it’s not
a free-for-all,” he said.

“At the moment, people are
driving everywhere, throwing lit-
ter around and (doing) damage to
the environment.

“People are walking all over the
traditional lands up there . . . it’s

not a good thing.” Wilderness
Foundation Committee chairper-
son Karen Hattingh said four-
wheel-driving and illegal camp-
ing in the area were threatening
invaluable species of  plants and
animals that had never been prop-
erly catalogued.

She said the situation was simi-
lar to the destruction by Rio Tinto
at Juukan Gorge last year, which
caused worldwide concern, and it
would be an “absolute disaster” if
the situation wasn’t contained by
the April school holidays.

Just one species, migratory log-
gerhead turtles coming from long
distances, were important to
world populations, she said.

“This is an issue of  State,
national and international impor-

tance,” she said. “There would be
10,000-plus species there on the
land and in the ocean on the Nin-
galoo Reef.”

She said there were other risks
to visiting the area, and that the
foundation understood two fam-
ily dogs had died there after con-
suming baits intended for feral
animal control. The DBCA has
been contacted for comment.

The Norwest Boardriders halt-
ed a proposal to hold a World Surf
League event in Kalbarri due to
concerns over the environment.

The writer and filmmaker John
Ogden has documented accounts
of  Indigenous people bodysurfing
and riding waves using craft like
surf  skis, proposing the idea they
were the country’s first surfers.

Boardriders
keen to talk
about future
of bush track
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A loggerhead turtle in the Gnaraloo
area. INSET: The Gnaraloo Wilderness

Foundation says four-wheel drive
tracks on the beach are a threat to

turtle hatchlings.


