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WHO TO CONTACT

If you would like more information, or would like to
join the Ningaloo Turtle Program and become a ‘Turtle
Tracker, please contact the Department of Environment
and Conservation:

EXMOUTH DISTRICT OFFICE
Nimitz Street

PO Box 201

Exmouth, WA 6707

Ph: (08) 9947 8000 Fax: (08) 9947 8050
Email: ningalooturtles@dec.wa.gov.au

www.ningalooturtles.org.au

For more information on Exmouth and the surrounding
area, please contact:

THE EXMOUTH VISITOR CENTRE
Ph: (08) 9949 1176
www.exmouthwa.com

Photographs © by kind permission of: Susie Bedford, DEC
Exmouth, Canon, Jurgen Freund, Martin Harvey, Tony Howard,
Roger Leguen, Col Limpus, Guy Marcovaldi, Mauri Rautkari
and Erin Hobbs.

Thanks to our partners and sponsors:

. L J
Y
S s,
<{_ 2@ Department of o o
B Environment and Conservation

ww‘m WWF

ami— >
Natural Heritage Trust
Helping Communities Helping Australia Australian Government

gl
D widifelB
G2 Coastwest

Reviewed: November 2007

T Winow3 930 ©

WSIIN03023 3|qeuleIsns sspowold

pUE S3[14N} INOGE UOIEdNPSI 40} SNJ0} B SIPIACID S13UD
3y 35202 00[BAUIN Sy} BuOje 3dUBGINISIP UBWINY JO
1edwi 9y} SSIWIUIW pUB SUONDRISIUI JOYISIA-9|1IN} Sbeuew
0} p3au Jusbin 3Y} JO UOHUBOIBI Ul PRIINIISUOD SEM }|
"UOI}BAISSUOYD) PUB JUSWUOIIAUT JO Juswpedsq

39U} PUB YINOWX] O 3J1YS SY} USIMISQ 24NJUSA JUIOf e S|
9JJUD 3y "YINOwxJ wouj wg | Aprewixoidde psjedo
106} 9A3R.dIS}UI 3]IS ||BWS B S| 3/3USD) S[NL IqeIn( 3y

aﬁuag

3j3ny
qeuny

NINGALOO MARINE PARK

r

’./ Ningaloo
© DEC Bxmouth /

Ningaloo Reef is one of th
the world and.is

vertebrates, the reef provides habitat for some of the
world’s threatened marine species, including dugongs,
turtles, humpback whales and whale sharks.

Green turtles (Chelonia mydas), loggerhead turtles (Caretta
caretta) and hawksbill turtles (Eretmochelys.imdbgi

three of the worlds seven marine turtle sp

the mainland beaches adjacent to the 3

during the summer months from November to March.

NINGALOO'MARINE TURTLES NEED YOUR HELP

The turtles are under threat from:
- Fox predation
- Inappropriate tourism activities
- Vehicle use on beaches
- Boat strikes
- Marine debris
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Marine turtles are recognised internationally as species
of conservation concern. Five of the seven species are
listed as endangered according to the 1990 IUCN
(International Union for Conservation and Nature) Red
List of Threatened Animals.

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP

v/ Volunteer with the Ningaloo Turtle Program.
v/ Visit the Jurabi Turtle Centre.

v/ Go on a Turtle Tour where you may encounter nesting
turtles.

/ Follow the Turtle Watchers Code of Conduct - not
only does it minimise disturbance but increases your
chance of seeing a nesting turtle.

v/ Avoid disturbing resting turtles on the shore line

v/ Avoid driving your vehicle on turtle nesting beaches.
Compacting the sand near nests creates obstructions
for emerging hatchlings.

v/ Avoid using campfires or any artificial lights on
nesting beaches which can disorient and disturb
nesting turtles and hatchlings.

v/ Use reusable bags instead of plastic bags - turtles
mistake plastic bags for jellyfish and eat them,
eventually starving to death.

v/ Throw all your rubbish into the bin — turtles can get
caught up in discarded fishing lines, ropes and other
debris at sea and on the beach.

v/ Do not buy or sell turtle products - this creates demand
for products that require hunting and killing turtles.

v/ Drive your boat slowly to avoid injuring turtles.

/ Do not participate in any water based activities such
as motorised and wind driven vessels at turtle
mating aggreations.
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Marine Turtles
In Ningaloo Marine Park

WWF © Canon, Jurgen Freund

W\_NF © Canon, Roger Leguen

WWF © Canon, Martin Harvey
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Marine turtles are ancient mariners who have
survived in the world’s oceans for over 100 million
years.

They are well adapted reptiles which have a strong,
protective shell known as a carapace and four

paddle-like flippers that are used for swimmingdahd s

crawling up the beach to lay eggs. Marine turtles

breathe air, have a strong sense of smell andwell ;r L.

developed eyes, allowing them to see difféfént j’
colours. \

. e ,'F
Marine Turtles are long lived animals-and,reach
maturity at 20-50 years of age. Thggughouttheir
lives they occupy different habitats; ffom the open
ocean to-coral reefs. - '

e
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WWF ©Canon, Jurgen Frgand

Generalised Marine Turtle Lifecycle

WWF © Canon, Mauri Rautkari

Green Turtles

* Their carapace (or shell) is high domed, olive green
in colour and measures approximately one metre in
length at adulthood.

* There are 4 pairs of large scales on either side of the
carapace.

* They live on coral reefs and in seagrass beds.

* They are herbivorous (plant eating) and eat algae,
seagrasses and mangroves.

* Green turtles are one of the largest grazing
herbivores in the ocean.

* Green turtles move with simultaneous flipper
movement creating distinctive, parallel tracks.

GREEN TURTLE
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Loggerhead Turtles
* Their carapace is dark brown and irregularly speckled
with darker brown. It measures approximately one

metre in length at adulthood. The head is large in
relation to other marine turtle species.

* There are 5 pairs of large scales on either side of the
carapace.

* They are carnivorous (meat eating) and feed on
shellfish, sea urchins, crabs, anemones, molluscs and
jellyfish.

* They live on coral reefs and in bays and estuaries in
warm and temperate waters.

* Loggerhead turtles move diagonal flippers
simultaneously creating an alternate track.

LOGGERHEAD TURTLE

five pairs

Department of Environment and Conservation encourages you to participate in a guided experience.
Should you encounter a turtle by chance, please follow the:

Turtle Watchers Code of Conduct

.  EEES

Stage of Nesting Identification Time Vulrlerablllty to  Torch Distanice from Turtle
of stage taken  disturbance use
ina th q crawls from the
1. Leaving the water an ocean toward the | 2-20 HIGH No Stay still - at least 15m away
crossing the beach dunes/land mins
Large quantities of
sand flying 20— 40
2. Digging the body pit through the air. mins HIGH No Stay still - at least 15m away
Uses front flippers
only
uses rear flippers
3. Excavating the egg only creating a 10-20 MEDIUM No 3 people at a time only.
chamber rocking motion as mins At least 1m away behind turtle
it digs
) is very still with 3-10 OK i
4. Laying eggs gentle heaving mins LOW from behind Stay at least 1m away behind turtle
gradually moves
. . forward with large _
5. Covering & camouflaging quantities of sand 20-40 LOW No Stay still - at least 2m behind turtle
the nest . mins
flying through the
air
crawls from the 515 ) )
6. Returning to the ocean. | dunes/land toward | . LOW No Remain 2m behind turtle
the ocean

NESTING

v/ Walk along the beach at the waters edge looking for tracks
in the wet sand or emerging or returning turtles. Do not
approach or shine lights on turtles leaving the water or
moving up the beach. If a turtle is encountered, calmly
stop where you are, sit down, and wait for her to start

digging.
v/ Avoid excess noise and sudden movement at all times.

v/ Always keep out of her line of sight or stay very still if you
are within her sight.

v/ When approaching a nesting turtle crawl up behind her on
your stomach (“commando crawl!”).

© Tony Howard

v/ Always position yourself behind the turtle and stay low (sit,
crouch or lie on the sand). If you are getting covered in
sand as she digs you are too close!

/ Be patient. She may abandon the nest and dig another one
for a variety of reasons including hitting an obstacle or the
sand being too dry.

v/ Wait until she is laying before moving closer. She will be
quite still when laying her eggs - if sand is spraying or she is
using her flippers, she is not laying.

WHF © Canon Guy Marcovaldi v/ Give her enough space to camouflage the nest.

Hawksbill Turtles / Let her return to the ocean without interruption or getting

: : : : between her and the ocean.
* Their carapace is particularly attractive and appears

olive green or brown. It measures approximately 0.8 v/ Avoid all flash photography.

metres in length at adulthood.
v/ Depart all beaches by 11pm.

* They have a distinctive beak-like nose with four
pre-frontal scales on the beak.

HATCHING

* There are 4 pairs of scales on either side of the
carapace.

* They are omnivorous (plant and meat eating) and eat Please observe the following during hatching:
mainly sponges. They also feed on seagrasses, algae, X

: Do not touch or handle the hatchlings.
soft corals and shellfish.

Do not use lights or flash photography.
’ ng?:wg\ées o el s it e 2T e e Do not get between the hatchlings and the ocean.

Stand back from the nest — do not compact the sand.
* Hawksbill turtles move diagonal flippers

simultaneously creating a narrow alternate track. Let the hatchlings make their own way down the beach.

<N N N X X

Hatchlings can get stuck in footprints so stand to the side
rather than crossing their path.

HAWKSBILL TURTLE
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